Art 554 / 854 Video Art II

Theory and practice of using multimedia interfaces for presentation and distribution of video artwork. Emphasis on personal expression and experimental approaches. 5 credits. Prerequisites: Art 553 or 853 or permission of instructor.

Course Description

Framed in the context of contemporary experimental artwork, this class explores new distribution formats for original video work. The class will focus on the creation and presentation of audio/video work via DVD programming and videocasting on the web. Students will identify and experiment with alternatives to traditional distribution methods and work to develop material that is interactive. The class will concentrate on learning and utilizing DVD Studio Pro  - and the various programs used to create podcasts - for the production, presentation and distribution of video artwork. DVDs are an easy way to program interactive high quality video content that can be viewed with inexpensive equipment. This medium is rapidly becoming the preferred choice for presentations and multimedia portfolios. 

 

As the main content for DVD creation/podcasting will be derived and compressed from Final Cut Pro, students are required to have a basic understanding of the program, through the Art 553/853 course, or equivalent.
Objectives 
· To create multimedia artwork for the context of DVDs and web videocasting

· To develop a personal approach to nonlinear story creation 

· Learn and practice the DVD production process, including programming and compression

· Learn and practice the techniques of web videocasting 

Procedures 
Through hands-on demonstrations, lectures, video screenings, discussions, critiques, writing and artmaking students will explore pertinent issues and topics revolving around video/multimedia/art. 

Texts/Resources

These websites will serve as the technical and artistic texts for this course:

http://www.dvplace.com/
http://www.videomaker.com
http://dvblog.org/
Texts - on reserve in the Fine Arts library:

Arnheim, Rudolf, Visual Thinking. Berkeley: University of California

Press, 1969

Block, Bruce. The Visual Story: Seeing the Structure of Film, TV and New Media. Massachusetts: Focal Press, 2001.
DVDs:

Instructor’s collection of numerous video menu systems and student works

Grading 
Will be assigned in the following manner:
15 %          DVD assignment 1 - Experimental biography
15 %          DVD assignment 2 - Space 
25 %          Multimedia Art Blog: Minimum of 5 entries (plus annotated bibliography for graduate students). 

25 %          Final DVD (plus related research paper for graduate students).

15 %          Quality, clarity and content of written work - includes artist statements and reviews
10 %          Quality of class participation in discussions and critiques
Each artistic assignment will be evaluated equally on these four criteria:

Concept - idea, intention and meaning

Creativity - originality of thought and expression

Composition - arrangement and organization of elements

Craftsmanship - skillful use of technique and attention to detail

Work submitted at the graduate level is expected to demonstrate higher order conceptual and visual skills and should be significantly higher quality than work produced at the undergraduate level.  Writings must exhibit correct form, style, and grammar and demonstrate the student's ability to communicate clearly and effectively.
The use of copyrighted music or video in this class is strictly prohibited and will result in an "e" for the project.

Late assignments will drop one letter grade for each class period.

Grade Scale: 93 -100% A 

90 - 92% A- 

87 - 89% B+ 

83 - 86% B 

80 - 82% B- 

77 - 79% C+

73 - 76% C 

70 - 72% C- 

67 - 69% D+ 

63 - 66% D 

60 - 62% D- 

59 -  0%  E 

Supplies

10-20 DVD-Rs

Academic Misconduct 

 It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 

Disability Services 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
Attendance Policy

You are expected to come to class on time, ready to work and with all necessary supplies and materials. Your final grade will be lowered by one full letter upon your second absence - and again for each additional absence. 3 late arrivals or early departures = 1 absence. Excused absences are: family emergencies, established religious holidays and illness with an official doctor's note indicating that you could not attend class on that particular day. You are responsible to find out what you missed and complete any missed work. Both midterms and the final will require MANDATORY attendance.  All students must attend these critiques.  Failure to attend will result in a failing grade for that assignment.

Assignments 

· Experimental Biographical DVD - create a photo/video DVD about you without using images of yourself. We will program the DVD in class. You will prepare materials before class. (Graduate students will focus their biography on the creative presentation of their own artistic practice through this new medium). 

· Space DVD - create a DVD to explore space and/or 3D objects. We will program the DVD in class. You will prepare materials before class. (Graduate students are also required to write a 2 page paper that discusses their Space DVD project in relation to the the essay by Ron Burnett “Video Space/Video Time: The Electronic Image as Found Object”. Located online: http://www.eciad.ca/~rburnett/VideoSpace.pdf). 
· Multimedia Art Blog - set up a blog site and create a minimum of 5 multimedia productions for it. (Graduate students will be required to post a minimum of 8 multimedia productions. Additionally they will research, collect, and post an annotated bibliography of at least 10 sources that can be used to build a theory surrounding digital video and interactive/online distribution formats. Since the literature is sparse in this new medium, the research will require seeking out peripheral theoretical articles, studies, and online sites. At least 4 entries should cite exemplary artistic DVDs or other multimedia works.  Each entry should be about 300 to 400 words and should be posted in the Blog site).

· Project description and bubble graph - submit on paper your plan for the final project. 

· Final Project - a final DVD that is artistic in both structure and content. (Graduate students will also submit a 4 to 6 page research paper that develops a theory surrounding digital video and interactive/online distribution formats).

· Writing assignments – include three artist project statements that are each one to two pages in length. (Additionally, graduate students must write an annotated bibliography and a 4 to 6 page research paper). 

Schedule

Week 1:

Syllabus overview and introductions to each other and the lab facilities. Understanding the reserved scratch disk system. Viewing DVD examples.
Week 2:

iDVD examples. DVD Studio pro examples and hands-on basics, including importing content, using built-in menus, buttons, overlays.


Week 3:
Photoshop basics for the context of the DVD environment. Working with DVD Studio Pro, compressing video, advanced overlays and interactive planning.
DUE: Written artist statement for Bio DVD 

Week 4:

Using photos, audio and video we will create our first DVD in class. You will have 2 hours to do this. We also will cover cross-posting to other web blog services and getting your own media burner feed.

DUE: Biographical DVD (at the end of class).

Week 5:

The art of data compression for the DVD environment. Adding chapter markers in Final Cut. Using Stories to reorder video.

DUE: Written artist statement for Multimedia Art Blog
Week 6:

Advanced Overlays. In class progress review of Multimedia Art Blog assignments. (Graduate students also present their developing annotated bibliographies in class).

Week 7:

Discuss essay by Ron Burnett, “Video Space/Video Time: The Electronic Image as Found Object”. Located online: http://www.eciad.ca/~rburnett/VideoSpace.pdf). Work in class to create Space DVD project using your own content. You will have 2 hours to complete it.

DUE: Space DVD (at the end of class).

Week 8:

Troubleshooting DVD burning. Working with Blog “ad-ons” and discussion of Blog content

DUE: Written project description and bubble graph for final
Week 9:

Work in class on final projects.

Week 10:

FINAL Critique
DUE: Final DVD and completed Multimedia Art Blog. Each will be presented in class and evaluated in a constructive critical framework. (Graduate students’ research papers also due).
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